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considers less obligatory than legislative enactments; has
fellow-feeling with the factious majority of Congress
because he considers them with him.

I suggested to the President on Tuesday that it would be
well to have a gentleman in the Adjutant-General's of-
fice who is true and faithful to him and not in fear of, or
under the control of, Stanton. General Townsend, the
Assistant Adjutant-General, is a worthy and estimable
man, but stands in dread and awe of "Carnot," who dom-
ineers over him. In fact, Stanton has taken all manhood
out of Townsend, and I have often been pained to see with
what humility the subordinate stood before the imperious
tyrant. I spoke to the President of the importance of the
office, through which military orders of the Department
passed. He caught promptly and at once to the suggestion,
and said General Thomas1 should be ordered to his old
position. I asked if he had not better see him before giving
the order. He said he probably should, but he knew Thomas
to be right-minded. That is my impression; he is right,
but not strong, and there are so many who wilt down in
these days, or whom we misunderstand, or who are weak
or unreliable. Between Stanton and Thomas there has
been a difference for five years. General Fry2 is another
under the power of the great intruder.

To-day I learned that orders were yesterday issued for
General Thomas to resume his position and duties as
Adjutant-General. Orders have also been issued to es-
tablish a new department. Sherman has been nominated
Brevet General. The President has two or three times
spoken to me of creating a new department and putting
Sherman in command. I have always asked if Sherman
could be depended upon in opposition to Grant. In other
respects I consider him right. The President thinks he
can rely on him. He can, doubtless, if Sherman enters
upon the subject understandingly, but unless he fully

1 General Lorenzo Thomas,
1 General James B. Fry.